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A guide for incoming students and families 
These recommendations focus on hardware specifications and are meant to provide a general guideline for 
purchasing a new computer for college. 

Computing Needs 

If you plan to use your computer mainly for research, typing papers, social media, and/or e-mail, a basic level 
computer will do the trick. If you plan to use your device for streaming movies, online gaming, multimedia editing, 
and/or graphic or 3D design, you'll want a more powerful machine — see the gaming/creative recommendations 
below. 

Minimum Recommended Specs — Everyday Use 

These specs apply to either Mac or Windows based computers: 

Processor (CPU) 2.4 GHz+ Core i5 

RAM 8 GB 

Storage 256 GB Solid State Drive (SSD) 

Monitor/Display 13–15 inch LCD, resolution of 1600 x 900 

Upgraded Specs — Gaming, Streaming & Creative Work 

For streaming movies, online gaming, multimedia editing, and/or graphic or 3D design, look for an upgraded 
processor, increased RAM, and a dedicated graphics card: 

Processor (CPU) Upgraded Core i7 / Ryzen 7 or better 

RAM 16 GB or more 

Graphics Dedicated graphics card (e.g., NVIDIA GeForce RTX series) 

Storage 512 GB SSD or larger recommended 
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Specific Models We Recommend 

Not sure where to start shopping? Here are specific laptop models that meet the specs above, grouped by how 
you plan to use your computer. 
Standard Laptops — for everyday use 
Great for research, papers, email, and social media: 

Standard / Everyday Use 

• Dell 15 Laptop 

• Lenovo Yoga 7i 

• HP Laptop 15t-fd000 

• MacBook Neo 

Gaming & Creative Laptops — for more complex uses 
Built for gaming, streaming, and multimedia or 3D design: 

Gaming / Creative Use 

• Alienware 15 Gaming Laptop 

• ASUS Gaming Laptop 

• HyperX OMEN Gaming Laptop 15t-ga000 

• MSI Katana 15 HX 

Note: Model availability and exact specs change over time — always confirm the current configuration meets the specs above 
before purchasing. 

Additional Information 

• No Need to Purchase Microsoft Office — you can either use the productivity tools provided with your Ripon 
issued G Suite account (formerly Google Apps) or download a free copy of MS Office on your personal device 
through our Microsoft Campus Agreement (Office 365). Students will receive more information in the fall. 

• Anti-Virus Software — included with Windows 11. 
• Don’t forget to purchase a protective case/bag — for your laptop or tablet. 


